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Environmental sustainability: Dorset Environment
This bulletin is part of a series which makes up the 2018/19 local economic assessment of Dorset.

The contribution of Dorset's natural environment to the economy is often overlooked. Dorset's rich
environment has been recognised both as a world heritage site and an area of outstanding
beauty, and draws people both as visitors and also to live and work.

Whilst we want to maximise the economic opportunity that such an asset presents, we also need
to make sure that we look after it for future generations. This bulletin looks at the value of the

environment to the economy, what we are doing to protect it, and the opportunities and threats our
environment faces in coming years.
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Box 1: Economic importance

® DCC Dorset’s environmental economy is worth between £0.9bn and £2.5bn per annum about 8-10% of
the overall economy. It also supports between 17,000 and 61,000 jobs in the economy’.

e QOur stunning natural environment adds to our quality of life and wellbeing. Greater wellbeing
contributes to higher productivity and economlc gain. Studies have shown there is a positive link
between happy workers and profitability®. There has been a debate among economists about
whether we should use measures of wellbelng like household income and consumptlon rather than
the more traditional measure of growth in production (GDP) to measure progress®. Investment in
the environment may be better captured by such measures.
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Box 2: Sustainability

® Protection and enhancement of the natural environment & biodiversity is Renewable energy
undertaken by the local authority, for example, by providing advice and guidance % of consumption
prior to developing an area. 2016

© The government's 25 Year Environment Plan® includes proposals such as: weekly
collections for food waste, consistent recycling across council areas, electronic

tagging of waste, better labelling to improve recycling rates, and, prevention of / H
garden waste going to landfill, to name a few. Dorset is ahead of the game as we
already have weekly food waste collections, and garden waste is composted 2011
Nevertheless, the trend is towards reducing waste, increasing recycling rates and |
making better use of resources. dh

¢ Whilst CO? em|SS|ons in Dorset are falling, in line with the government’s 1.0% 5.5

targets for 20207, further reductlons are required to meet tougher

emission targets for 2050°. Renewable energy consumption is Electric vehicles represent a tiny
increasing and the UK's renewable capacny now exceeds that proportion of all cars in Dorset
of fossil fuels®. The UK is reducing emissions faster than any

other G7 country™. ‘%

® The government estimates that the low carbon economy could
grow by 11% per year between 2015 and 2030 - four times
faster than the rest of the economy. Uptake of electric vehicles
needs to increase and with it the roll-out of a nation-wide
charging infrastructure. Dorset's rural nature makes hybrid
vehicles a more realistic ownership option for people than pure

EVs, and sales of these vehicles grew by 22% in the last year,
compared to a 6.9% faII in overall car sales'". Ultra-low EV's now
number 798 in Dorset , out of a total of 218,000 cars Tf
registered in Dorset'®.
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f Our plans include \

Ensure economic growth benefits everyone.
Place the environment at the heart of growth.

Develop the agritech and aquaculture sectors along with others, through skills, inward investment
and support structure.

. Develop the sustainable tourism offer based on Dorset’s natural and man-made assets.
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