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Experiences in a child’s early years lay a foundation for health and wellbeing and our services for
children and families have an important role in building future resilience.

By identifying those most at risk of poorer outcomes later on, our resources can be targeted where
they are needed most so that we can respond to risk and vulnerability.

The number of 0-4 year olds is expected to decrease by about 1,300, while the number of 5-15 year
olds is projected to decrease by about 2,200 between 2019 and 2029".
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Box 1: Special Educational Need

SEN Pupils in Dorset Council Schools
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e One in four of pupils with an EHC SEN plan has
an Autistic Spectrum Condition and just over
one in five have speech language and
communication needs.

e |t is likely that a pupil may have more than one
special educational need.

® 44% of pupils with an EHC Plan are educated
in Mainstream Schools in Dorset.

e Three quarters of Dorset Council School Pupils
with an EHC are boys and just under two thirds
with SEN Support are boys. This is very similar
to the national picture.
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Sources Acronyms
1 2019-trend based population projections (experimental), Dorset EHC = Education, Health and Care Plan
Council FSM = Free School Meals
2 2020 Mid-year estimates, 0-17 year-olds, ONS SEN = Special Educational Needs
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Box 2: Education

e |In 2019 72% of pupils achieved a ‘Good Level of Development’ at the end of Reception year,
an increase of 1% on 2018 and the same as the national figure.

® 71% of pupils achieved the ‘Basics’ measure (standard pass or higher in English and Maths
GCSI%). For pupils eligible for Free School Meals the figure was 50%, in line with the national
figure™.

® 11% of primary pupils claim Free School Meals, compared to the national average of 14%*.

Percentage of Pupils GCSE pass English and Maths
Pupils eligible for FSM achieving 2020/21

Basics measure at GCSE

% FSM Grade 4 and upwards GCSE

Box 3: Mental Health

e The number of children accessing mental health services has increased nationally, with more
than 1 million children under 18 having first-time contact with mental health professionals.

® However, this number had fallen slightly across Dorset on the previous year, from 3925 to
3450.

® Increased referrals nationally may reflect that more young people are comfortable talking
about their mental health and know where to get help.

® However, the pandemic led to more people needing help with their mental health and in 2020,
more than 10,000 children and young people were waiting for support from Child and
Adolescent Mental Health Services.

® Early Support Hubs and the CAMHS
Gateway are being expanded to meet
service demand and mental health
support in schools is being made
more readily available.
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